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withdrawn. Mr. Maude has given an amusing
account of this, as has the playwright himself;
for which the Preface to the play and the Hen-
derson life may be consulted. In 1900, at The
Strand Theatre, it was acted with success, which
is also true of its New York reception, beginning
at The Garden Theatre in 1905. Prosperity
has always followed this piece, which is indubita-
bly a favorite judged by box: office standards.
After the strain and stress of his earlier " un-
pleasant plays," Shaw seems to have relieved
himselfy while by no means abandoning his
satiric purpose, by making a series of humorous
dramas in which the satire, if present, is most
unbitterly conveyed and the touch that of a true
stage raconteur.

Regarded as a work of art, this play ranges
with the choicest of the Shavian repertory. It
seems a light bit of fooling, yet is technically so
excellent and so characteristic in its viewpoint
and handling as to be idiosyncratic; above all,
it is steadily diverting. It ranks with "Can-
dida," "'Captain Brassbound's Conversion," and
" The Man of Destiny," as examples of the right
handling of stage material so that amusement re-,to themselves out loud;
